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from the Editor

USITT MISSON STATEMENT

United States Institute for Theatre Technology is the association of design, production and technology professionals in
the performing arts and entertainment industry. Founded in 1960, the InstituteÕs unique mission is to actively promote
the advancement of the knowledge and skills of its members.

USITTÕs volunteer members and staff work together to fulfill the mission by: promoting innovation and creativity
by sponsoring projects, programs, research and symposia; disseminating information about aesthetic and technologi-
cal developments; providing opportunities for professional contacts and networking; producing the USITT Annual Con-
ference & Stage Expo; participating in the development of industry standards; promoting and sponsoring international
alliances and activities; advocating safe, efficient and ethical practices; sponsoring exhibits of scenery, costumes, light-
ing, sound, stage technology and architectural designs; recognizing excellence and significant contributions in the per-
forming arts and entertainment industry.

Statements and opinions expressed in articles or editorials in TD&T are the expressions of the individual contributors and
do not necessarily represent the policies or opinions of the United States Institute for Theatre Technology, Inc. Advertise-
ments appearing in this publication are the sole responsibility of the advertiser.

TD&T (ISSN 1052-6765) is published four times a yearÑ Winter, Spring, Summer, and FallÑ by United States Institute for
Theatre Technology, Inc., 6443 Ridings Road, Syracuse, NY 13206-1111. Subscription to TD&T, also known as Theatre Design
& Technology, is a benefit of USITT membership. Fourteen dollars is deducted from membership dues to cover cost of publica-
tion. Periodicals postage paid at Syracuse, NY and additional mailing offices. ¥ POSTMASTER: Send address changes to TD&T,
c/o USITT, 6443 Ridings Road, Syracuse, NY 13206-1111. ¥ Copyright © 2002 by United States Institute for Theatre Tech-
nology, Inc. All rights reserved. Material in this publication may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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n this issue are an amazing variety of articles. We have the key-
note speech of the recent USITT Conference & Stage Expo in New Orleans
given by Kent Thompson, artistic director of the Alabama Shakespeare
Festival. He talks not only about the improbable success that ASF has be-
come, but he also offers three critical tasks which resident theatres in
America must accomplish to be more Òexciting, illuminating, affecting,
stimulating and relevant.Ó We also have the most thorough review ever
published in TD&T of Russian theatre design during the last hundred
years. WeÕve published excellent pieces about a few Russian designers
before, but Dr. BrandeskyÕs article, which includes thirty-five sketches,
renderings and photos, is really the big picture. Tara Maginnis, who teaches in Fairbanks, Alaska,
(not far from Russia) shares a nice designerÕs notebook on how she designed clothes for The Im-
portance of Being Earnest around a central metaphor of wedding favorsÑ those little bits of
candy wrapped in bridal illusion. Two articles in this issue will evoke that forehead slapping, why-
didnÕt-I-think-of-that, reaction from many readers. Barry Cleveland, shows us how to use
PowerPointÑ yes, that software responsible for so many boring business presentationsÑ to create
theatre sound play lists. And, Stephen Hudson-Mairet shows us how he and a group of undergradu-
ate students turned unexciting projected scenic backgrounds into lively, animated environments
with software normally used to create interactive Web pages. As if the basketful of Russian pictures
wasnÕt enough, this issue also includes a few pictures from each of the fourteen best exhibits in the
2002 USITT Design Exhibition. The work of these USITT member-artists caught the attention of this
yearÕs judges, and will, I think, inspire you. If you are still in the mood for inspiration (envy?), we
also have examples of the work of the winners of this yearÕs Young Designers and Technicians
Awards. Rounding out this issue is another of Rick StephensÕ probing conversations with USITT
movers and shakers. This time itÕs Peter Sargent.

Many thanks to Sonny Sonnenfeld for taking the time to express his opinion about a recently
published article. He said, ÒThe article, ÔTips for the New College TD/DesignerÕ by James G.
Cunningham, in the fall issue of TD&T is one of the best I have ever read. I thank him. You should
do more of these very, very useful articles.Ó

Finally, for those expecting to see in this issue our annual index of articles published in the
previous volume, please visit the TD&T Web site (www.usitt.org/tdt.index) where you will find not
only a listing of articles published last year, but actual copies of those articles for you to download
and use in your research and in your classrooms. -dr

T
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W R I T E R ’ S  G U I D E L I N E S

TD&T is always looking for exciting, unusual, and interesting articles. If you have an
idea for an article you would like to write, weÕd be interested in hearing about it. A
copy of our editorial guidelines will be mailed upon request.

A Juried Section of TD&T is available for our academic members who wish to have
their articles judged by a jury of academic peers according to the rigorous standards
of scholarly publications. A copy of the submission guidelines for juried articles is
available from the USITT office. All other inquiries and submissions may be sent to the
editorial office.

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

TD&T welcomes reader comments and suggestions. When writing, please include
complete contact information (name, address, phone, e-mail, etc.). We publish as
many letters as possible, consequently we often edit letters for length. Please send
your comments to the editorial office.

S U B S C R I P T I O N S

Subscriptions to TD&T are one of the many benefits of membership in USITT. How-
ever, libraries may subscribe separately at the rate of $US 48 per year (domestic) and
$US 58 per year (foreign). Libraries interested in subscribing should contact the Cir-
culation Manager, c/o USITT office. Changes of address or other subscription ques-
tions should also be sent to the Circulation Manager.

B O O K  R E V I E W S

Publishers or authors interested in having their publications reviewed in TD&T, as
well as individuals interested in writing book reviews, should contact the Book Re-
view Editor, c/o the TD&T editorial office.

N E W  P R O D U C T S

Manufacturers and dealers should direct press releases and product announcements
to New Products Editor, c/o the TD&T editorial office.

R E P R I N T  P E R M I S S I O N

Requests for permission to reprint material published in TD&T should be addressed
in writing to the editorial office.

B A C K  I S S U E S

Back issues of TD&T dating from 1982 are available through the USITT office at a cost
of $6 per issue for USITT members and $9 per issue for non-members (additional
shipping and handling charges apply). Back issues of TD&T are also available by
whole volume year in microform from ProQuest Information and Learning (formerly
Bell & Howell/UMI), 300 North Zeeb Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 48106; 800-521-0600 / 734-
761-4700; www.proquest.co.uk.

U S I T T  M E M B E R S H I P

Annual membership dues are: Individual, $90; Professional, $140; Joint, $150; Se-
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$1000. Complete information about membership in USITT can be obtained by con-
tacting the USITT office.
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