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from the Editor

USITT MISSION STATEMENT

United States Institute for Theatre Technology is the association of design, production and technology professionals in
the performing arts and entertainment industry. Founded in 1960, the Institute’s unique mission is to actively promote
the advancement of the knowledge and skills of its members.

USITT’s volunteer members and staff work together to fulfill the mission by: promoting research, innovation and
creativity by sponsoring projects, programs and symposia; disseminating information about aesthetic and technologi-
cal developments; providing opportunities for professional contacts and networking; producing the USITT Annual Con-
ference & Stage Expo; participating in the development of industry standards; promoting and sponsoring international
alliances and activities; advocating safe, efficient and ethical practices; sponsoring exhibits of scenery, costumes, light-
ing, sound, stage technology and architectural designs; recognizing excellence and significant contributions in the per-
forming arts and entertainment industry.

Statements and opinions expressed in articles or editorials in TD&T are the expressions of the individual contributors and
do not necessarily represent the policies or opinions of the United States Institute for Theatre Technology, Inc. Advertise-
ments appearing in this publication are the sole responsibility of the advertiser.

TD&T (ISSN 1052-6765) is published four times a year—Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall—by United States Institute for
Theatre Technology, Inc., 6443 Ridings Road, Syracuse, NY 13206-1111. Subscription to TD&T, also known as Theatre Design
& Technology, is a benefit of USITT membership. Fourteen dollars is deducted from membership dues to cover cost of publica-
tion. Periodicals postage paid at Syracuse, NY and additional mailing offices. • POSTMASTER: Send address changes to TD&T,
c/o USITT, 6443 Ridings Road, Syracuse, NY 13206-1111. • Copyright © 2004 by United States Institute for Theatre Tech-
nology, Inc. All rights reserved. Material in this publication may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Four of the seven feature articles in this issue are related to the 2004
USITT Conference & Stage Expo which was held this past spring in Long
Beach, California. They provide a taste of three diverse aspects of every
conference: sessions in which members share their research, award com-
petitions, Stage Expo, and exhibitions of design work by members and guests.

But first, the articles not related to the conference. Erik Viker was the
production manager in charge of the 2003 New Works Festival in which twenty
productions were presented in ten days. Erik’s article describes many of the
steps they took and the systems they developed to manage this daunting task.
Treva Reimer loved reading Philip Pullman’s trilogy, His Dark Materials. When she learned that Britain’s
National Theatre was turning these fantastical novels into a stage production, she immediately booked
her tickets. Her article weaves together interviews with some of the production’s designers and techni-
cians, observations by Robert Butler who wrote a book about how His Dark Materials was created, as
well as her own impressions of the performance she attended. Finally, Rick Stephens brings us another
installment of his “Lore & Legends in USITT History” series, this time with a story about Al Koga whom he
says was his most memorable interview.

Mary Carol Friedrich and Valerie Lane presented a “poster session” in Long Beach and then
offered to share their research with TD&T readers. The article consists of detailed descriptions,
photos, and patterns of some authentic Vaudeville costumes they discovered in a trunk of clothes
donated to the Friends of Fashion in Chassel, Michigan. Design Expo is the biennial juried exhibi-
tion of costume, scenic and lighting designs created by USITT members. This year over one hun-
dred artists participated in Design Expo, from which the judges selected fourteen exhibits which we
are proud to feature in TD&T. This article by Arden Weaver, chair of the Design Expo Committee,
includes pictures of the artwork, brief bios of the artists as well as their design concept statements.
A special part of Design Expo in Long Beach was an exhibit of scenic models by the award-winning
designer, Ralph Funicello. Beeb Salzer shares a profile of Ralph’s career as a designer and teacher
as well as a few photos of his stunning scenic models. The Architecture Commission holds a competition
each year, inviting architecture firms around the world to share their recent theatre projects. Out of
thirty-four submissions, seven projects were selected for recognition in 2004. Architecture Com-
missioner Michael Tingley introduces the two honor award-winning projects and the five projects
given merit awards. Stage Expo is the highlight of the annual USITT conference for many people,
especially the younger attendees who rush the ribbon at the opening ceremony in order to get onto
the expo floor and quickly gather up promotional freebies from the commercial exhibitors. Stage
Expo Sales Manager Helen Willard gives us a run down of events in and around Stage Expo 2004
along with a scrapbook of photos taken by Bill Browning, Jeffrey Fiala and Tom Thatcher. –dr
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TD&T is always looking for exciting, unusual and interesting articles. If you have an
idea for an article you would like to write, we’d be interested in hearing about it. Writ-
ers’ guidelines are on-line at the TD&T Web site, www.usitt.org/tdt.index.

A Juried Section of TD&T is available for our academic members who wish to have
their articles judged by a jury of academic peers according to the rigorous standards
of scholarly publications. Information and special submission guidelines for juried
articles are available on the TD&T Web site.

L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

TD&T welcomes reader comments and suggestions. When writing, please include
complete contact information (name, address, phone, e-mail, etc.). We publish as
many letters as possible, consequently we often edit letters for length. Please send
your comments to the editorial office.

S U B S C R I P T I O N S

Subscriptions to TD&T are one of the many benefits of membership in USITT. How-
ever, libraries may subscribe separately at the rate of $US 52 per year (domestic) and
$US 70 per year (foreign). Libraries interested in subscribing should contact the Cir-
culation Manager, c/o USITT office. Changes of address or other subscription ques-
tions should also be sent to the Circulation Manager.

B O O K  R E V I E W S

Publishers or authors interested in having their publications reviewed in TD&T, as
well as individuals interested in writing book reviews, should contact the Book Re-
view Editor, c/o the TD&T editorial office. A list of books available for reviewing is
updated regularly on the TD&T Web site, www.usitt.org/tdt.index/.

N E W  P R O D U C T S

Manufacturers and dealers should direct press releases and product announcements
to New Products Editor, c/o the TD&T editorial office.

R E P R I N T  P E R M I S S I O N

Requests for permission to reprint material published in TD&T should be addressed
in writing to the editorial office.

B A C K  I S S U E S

Back issues of TD&T dating from 1982 are available through the USITT office at a cost
of $6 per issue for USITT members and $9 per issue for non-members (additional
shipping and handling charges apply). Back issues of TD&T are also available by
whole volume year in microform from ProQuest Information and Learning, 300 North
Zeeb Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 48106; 800-521-0600 / 734-761-4700; www.proquest.com.
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Annual membership dues are: Individual, $95; Professional, $150; Senior, $80; Stu-
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plete information about membership in USITT can be obtained by contacting the
USITT office.
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