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The basic design of the sari, which is

worn by Indian women of all walks of

life, hasn’t changed for centuries. Tan

Huaixiang’s article on page thirty-six

describes the steps involved in

wrapping, pleating, and tucking a

rectangular piece of fabric into a

functional and elegant garment.
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Members of USITT are a wonderfully diverse group. This issue of
TD&T is a testament to the variety of their interests and experiences.

Richard Pilbrow, currently serving on the board of directors, is
known world-wide for his contributions to theatre architecture and light-
ing design. His Fellows Address at the 2005 USITT Conference & Stage
Expo revealed his personal concerns about politics and wars, and his
conviction that the theatre community is a “global village” in which our
essential humanity and interdependence is demonstrated every day.

Fundraising genius Tim Kelly, chair of the Grants & Fellowships Committee, works with the
Physically Handicapped Amateur Musical Actors League in Denver. His encouragement resulted in
an actor and a sound designer teaming up to write about how they overcame difficulties that would
normally make it impossible for hearing-impaired actors to perform on stage.

Architecture vice-commissioner Raymond Kent (and TD&T’s new architecture associate edi-
tor) looks back at the 2005 USITT Architecture Awards. His picture essay about the eight winning
projects reminds us just how unique, exciting, and beautiful spaces for live performance can be.

Every year USITT celebrates new books by its members. Linda Essig has participated in two of
these autograph parties, and will no doubt be back for more. Her latest research looks at the con-
tribution of women lighting designers from 1940 to today and discovers that while the early giants
of lighting design were disproportionately women, most of the jobs on Broadway still go to men.

Tan Huaixiang’s poster presentation for the Costume Commission at the Toronto conference
caught the attention of associate editor Peggy Rosefeldt who encouraged her to write it up for
TD&T. Tan’s report on Indian wrapped and draped garments, namely women’s saris and men’s
dhotis, is a detailed and richly illustrated example of the multicultural interests of USITT members.

Helen Willard, USITT Stage Expo Sales Manager, has an amazing talent for attracting exhibi-
tors and managing an annual trade show. Her story about the record-smashing Stage Expo in
Toronto hints at the keys to her success: she really wants everyone to have a good time, and she sin-
cerely appreciates the contributions of time, effort, and money by USITT’s commercial members.

David Boevers has been dedicated to establishing certification practices in the entertainment
industry for more than ten years. It was natural then for him to be a member of the “Rigging Skills
Working Group” which helped establish the very first certification exams, and for him to share his
insider’s story about the people involved in this process and their desires to improve working con-
ditions and respect for riggers in arenas and theatres.

CORRECTION: My sincere apology to Bob Thurston, president of Stage Decoration & Supplies,
Inc., for misspelling the name of his company in the story about the Young Designers & Technicians
Awards in the Spring issue. He and his company, which have been USITT members since 1965, have
been generous sponsors of the Stage Management Award since 2004. –dr

from the Editor

USITT MISSION STATEMENT

United States Institute for Theatre Technology is the association of design, production and technology professionals in
the performing arts and entertainment industry. Founded in 1960, the Institute’s unique mission is to actively promote
the advancement of the knowledge and skills of its members.

USITT’s volunteer members and staff work together to fulfill the mission by: promoting research, innovation and
creativity by sponsoring projects, programs and symposia; disseminating information about aesthetic and technologi-
cal developments; providing opportunities for professional contacts and networking; producing the USITT Annual Con-
ference & Stage Expo; participating in the development of industry standards; promoting and sponsoring international
alliances and activities; advocating safe, efficient and ethical practices; sponsoring exhibits of scenery, costumes, light-
ing, sound, stage technology and architectural designs; recognizing excellence and significant contributions in the per-
forming arts and entertainment industry.

Statements and opinions expressed in articles or editorials in TD&T are the expressions of the individual contributors and
do not necessarily represent the policies or opinions of the United States Institute for Theatre Technology, Inc. Advertise-
ments appearing in this publication are the sole responsibility of the advertiser.

TD&T (ISSN 1052-6765) is published five times a year—Winter, Spring, Summer, Special Issue, and Fall—by United States
Institute for Theatre Technology, Inc., 6443 Ridings Road, Syracuse, NY 13206-1111. Subscription to TD&T, also known as
Theatre Design & Technology, is a benefit of USITT membership. Fourteen dollars is deducted from membership dues to cover cost
of publication. Periodicals postage paid at Syracuse, NY and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
TD&T, c/o USITT, 6443 Ridings Road, Syracuse, NY 13206-1111. COPYRIGHT © 2005 by United States Institute for Theatre
Technology, Inc. All rights reserved. Material in this publication may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

THEATRE DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
The journal for

design, production and technology professionals in the
performing arts and entertainment industry.

E D I T O R I A L  O F F I C E

DAVID RODGER
Editor

DEBORAH HAZLETT
Art Director

•
3001 Springcrest Dr.

Louisville, KY 40241-2755
502-426-1211   fax: 502-423-7467
e-mail: TDT@broadwaypress.com

A S S O C I AT E  E D I T O R S

RAYMOND KENT
Architecture

PEGGY ROSEFELDT
Costume Design & Technology

PATRICK M. FINELLI
Computers & Software

NANCY ARNFIELD
Education

JERRY GORRELL
Engineering

WILLIAM B. HEKTNER
Health & Safety

RICHARD DEVIN
Lighting Design

RICHARD PETERSON
Management

ROBERT L. SMITH & HEIDI HOFFER
Scenic Design

DAVE TOSTI-LANE
Sound Design

BILL BROWNING
Technical Production

ELBIN CLEVELAND
New Product Reviews

ARNOLD WENGROW
Book Reviews

WILLIAM J. BYRNES
Inside USITT

C O N T R I B U T I N G  E D I T O R S

ARNOLD ARONSON • JARKA BURIAN •
ERIC FIELDING • SARAH NASH GATES •

JOEL E. RUBIN • BEEB SALZER •
DELBERT UNRUH • TOM WATSON •

ARNOLD WENGROW

A D V E R T I S I N G

MICHELLE L. SMITH
Membership & Ad Sales Manager

•
6443 Ridings Road

Syracuse, NY 13206-1111
800-93USITT / 315-463-6463

fax: 866FXUSITT / 315-463-6525
e-mail: michelle@office.usitt.org

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  A F F I L I AT I O N

USITT is the United States Center of OISTAT:
The International Organization of Scenographers,
Theatre Architects and Technicians.






